
Family Survey – Preliminary Results 
In Terms 2 and 3 2018, a survey was conducted by Governing Council, with all 

families having the opportunity to participate. Below is a summary of the views of the 

school’s values in action and what is viewed as important by our families. These are 

initial outcomes, with a focus on strengths, and Governing Council will continue to 

share information as the results are further collated. 

 

BELONGING 
 

Many participants in this survey identified that a strong and positive community and strong 

connections are related to the sense of belonging.  Feeling accepted, valued and welcomed 

in the school were recognised as important for children’s, and also to families’ sense of 

belonging. Being safe and comfortable at school, and having a ‘place’ there, were also key 

ideas related to belonging that were identified by a number of participants 
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DISCOVERY 

 

One of the main aspects around discovery that many of the responses acknowledged was 

the child-led approach to learning. 

“I really appreciate how much choice the children are given to direct their learning. 

They discover so much about themselves and their world, at their own pace…  My 

child feels in control of their learning and takes so much pride in it” 

Many families identified the innovative, non-conventional and non-traditional approaches in 

the school as being important to developing their children’s meaningful understanding of 

concepts. 

“The fantastic variety of subjects and activities exposed to the students and the way 

that subjects are delivered in creative and unconventional ways” 

The broad range of choices in activities and the nurturing environment mean that many in 

our community feel that our children have exciting opportunities at school, which support 

their natural curiosity and desire to learn. 

“They ask questions, want to know how things work, get to pull apart cool stuff… 

build projects, as well as conduct experiments” 

 

The Garden and Café, the Life Sciences Centre, being authors and artists, going on 

excursions as well as the subject ‘Discovery’ were all identified as keys ways in which the 

school supports the value of discovery.  

 

 

 



DIVERSITY  

 

Diversity at Alberton Primary School is recognised and valued in a number of different 

ways.   

The responses indicated that there is great awareness, and respect for, the many different 

cultures, nationalities and backgrounds represented within the school. Our families 

appreciate the opportunities this brings to our children and the broader community.  

“I really appreciate the strong sense of welcoming and respect of all culture in the 

learning environment” 

“Alberton’s students come from such diverse backgrounds and I love that the school 

actively embraces this” 

 

There were many positive responses relating to how Aboriginal culture was represented and 

respected in the school. 

“I love the huge focus on Aboriginal culture at Alberton. All of the wonderful new 

murals in the Nest…” 

“I particularly appreciate that it’s usually Aunty or another Indigenous person teaching 

about Indigenous culture and history” 

 

Diversity relating to culture was most common, but there was also recognition of the 

importance for diversity relating to other factors, such as capabilities/abilities, and 

gender/sexuality.  

 “celebration of different cultures, family structures, abilities”  

 

The community also recognises that the school is, itself, diverse and different, for example 

the classroom design and teaching approaches offered.  

 “Valuing, not only different ways of learning, but being and belonging” 

 “Children learning at their own pace, everyone welcome, ages and abilities mingled” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SUCCESS 

 

There were a number of different responses to our question about what success looks like 

at Alberton. To some, success may be measured by more traditional means such as 

attendance rates and test scores, but for others the ‘less conventional’ measures of success 

are considered a distinctive, and positive, feature of Alberton.  Many felt that success is not 

just about the end goal, but about the “journey” throughout schooling. This includes enjoying 

those ‘little wins’ along the way, acknowledge achievements, celebrating positives and 

smooth transitions from Nest to primary school to senior school.  

 

Some of the more common characteristics of success are identified in the diagram below.   

 

 

 

 

Success was also recognised in terms of the outputs created by students and the 

opportunities to share these with families and the community, such as the Meet the Author 

book launch and other exhibitions. Working together and co-creating, not just in the 

classroom, but other extracurricular activities such as WomAlberton, Wakakirri and the 125th 

celebrations were also highlights that our community viewed as markers of success.    

  

success  

happy, healthy, well-
adjusted and 

confident children 

exposure to a broad 
range of activities that 

enable children to 
experiment, take risks 

and develop 
resilience 

children who are 
developing their 

voices  

children reaching their 
potential through 

setting and achieving 
goals 

personal, creative 
and academic 

growth   

children who 
enjoy learning 

children who feel proud 
of themselves,  

and enjoy a sense of 
accomplishment and 

empowerment  



WELLBEING 
 

Wellbeing was identified as being important to our community.   The responses to this 

question indicated that wellbeing is largely considered as holistic health. That is, that while 

physical health is important there are also many other factors such as social and emotional 

wellbeing that are important to our community.  

 

“happiness within oneself and with surrounds” 

 

“holistic approach where my child is taught the importance of things like mindfulness 

and caring for others as these hold as much importance as learning skills and 

knowledge” 

 

“kids that are encouraged to make good choices, and be caring towards each other 

whilst they develop empathy” 

 

There was also recognition that wellbeing related to the community as a whole.  

 

 “looking after each other” 

 

“showing children how to look after the physical and mental health of themselves and 

others” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


